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transfer their obligations to other centres
where the trams are operating, but, if the
same privilege were accorded to those other
parts as well, the tramways would be thrown
on the hands of the general community. T
have no objection to the buses operating in
a legitimate manner, but I do object to their
being allowed seriously to affect the revenue
of the tramways. Already the people cannot
afford the facilities they have in the metro-
politan area. They must have trams. Last
year these shifted 3514 million people and
to do this ran only 2,604,000 car miles. But
the buses and taxis required 6,800,000 miles
to carry 7,000,000 passengers, almost a
mile per passenger, thus overcrowding our
thoroughfares. We could not possibly get
through without the trams.

Mr. H. W. Mann: It is strange that Lon-
don gets through without them.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
did not, as has been suggested by the Chief
Secretary, invite the motor bus companies to
invest their money. Onece a bus or taxi line
is allowed to operate, the Government are up
against vested interests and punblic clamour
often originating from these interests. Our
duty at the moment is to protect the inter-
ests of the community, and while giving
reasonable facilities of transport to see that
there is no loss.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—

That progress be reported.

Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes . - 19
Noes .. ‘s .- .. 1B
Majority for .. A
ATES.

Mr. Angele Mr. McLarty

Mr. Barnard Mr. Parker

Mr. Brown Mr. Patrick

Mr. Doney Mr. Piesse

‘Mr. Grifitha Mr. Sampson

Mr, Keenan | Mr. Seaddan

Mr. Latham ,  Mr. Thorn

Mr. Lindsay - Mr., Wells

Mr. H. W. Mann © Mr. North

Mr. J. I. Maon (Teller.)

Noks

Mr. Corboy Mr. Raphael

Myr. Hegney Mr. Sleeman

Mr. Kenneally Mr. J. H. Smith

Mr. Latnond Mr. Wansbrough

Mr. Marshall Mr. Willcock

Mr. McCallum Mr. Wilson

Mr. Mlillagton Mr. Withers

Mr. Panton (Teller.)
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PAIRS.
AYEB. Noes.
Mp. Teezdals Mr. Lutey
Mr. Fergusoun My, Munele
Mr. J. M. Smith Mr. Cunningham
8ir James Mitchell Mr. Collier
Mr. Davy ! Mr. Johnson

Motion thus passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.16 p.m.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4.3¢ p.m., and read prayers.

MOTION—CONDOLENCE.
Letter in Reply.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 have
received the following aeknowledgment
from Mr. Russell Stephenson in respect of
the motion of condolence forwarded by
hon. members:—

Will you please convey to the members of
your Council our sincere appreciation of their
sympathy contained in their motion of con-
dolence, and aleo areept our thanks for vour
personal message of sympathy on behalf of
our family. Belicve me, yours sineerely,
(Sgd.) Russell Stephenson,

QUESTION—RATLWAYS, OVERTIME.
Withdrauwn.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Notice of

Question No. 1 has been given by the Hon.
Sir Edward Wittenoom.
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Hon. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM:
The question I desired to ask was: “What
amount was expended by the Railway De-
partment on overtime during the year
ended 30th June, 193097 With great re-
Iuctance I ask leave to withdraw the ques-
tion. I have only to say that I cannot un-
derstand how it is that a large department
like the Railways cannot tell us in a very
short time how much they spent, and

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

Question by leave withdrawn.

QUESTION—PINE PLANTATION,
LUDLOW.

Hon. W. J. MANN asked the Minister
for Country Water Supplies: 1, What
amount has been expended to date on the
State pine plantation at Ludlow? 2, What
revenue has been received to date from
that source? 3, What area is at present
planted with pines? 4, What area remains
to be replanted?

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES replied: 1, £27,208.
Of this amount £19,724 was expended prior
to 1917, when the Department was with-
out skilled advice. The area chosen was
one of the worst possible, and the wrong
species were planted by very expensive
methods. Since 1917 it has been a matier
of converting land already cleared at heavy
cost to the best possible use. 2, £895. 3,
1,226 acres. 4, 40 acres.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. G. A, Kempion,
leave of absence for six econsecutive sit-
tings granted to Hon. W. T, Glasheen
{South-East) on the ground of ill-health.

PAPERS —FORESTRY, GOLDFIELDS
TIMBER AND FIREWQOD SUP-
PLIES,

HON. E. H HARRIS8 (North-East)
[4.35]: I move—

That alt papers relating to any arrange-
ments made between the Forests Department
and the Westralian Goldfields Fireweod Sup-
ply Co., Kurrawang, for {1) the eutting and
carriage of miring timber on the said com-
pany’s reservation, or along the route of its
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railway to the Boulder mines; (2) the cutting
and carriage of domestic firewood; also
papers, if any, relating to the ecssation of
the ecutting and carriage of mining timber,
and domestic firewood upon Crown lands, ad-
jacent to the existing Goldfields State rail-
way lines, be laid upon the Table of the
House. -

As I understand the Minister offers no ob-
Jjection to the tabling of the papers, I shall
content myself with formally moving the
motion.

Question put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES laid the papers on
the Table of the House.

MOTION—MOTOR ACCIDENTS.
To Amend Traffic Act.

Debate resnmed from the 19th May
on the following motion by Hon. G.
Frager:—

That in view of the dire financial straits te:
which many victims, and relatives of vietims,
of motor accidents are reduced, this House
requests the Governmeut to amend the Traffic
Act in a manner that will proteet the finan-
cial interests of these unfortunate people.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. C. F. Baxter—
East [4.37]: In this matter my views are
in agreement with those expressed by M.
Fraser in submitting his motion, and, per-
sonally, I think he is to be eommended for
the opportunity afforded hon. members to
diseuss the grave question which he has so
thoughtfully put forward for consideration.
I believe every lLion. member will agree it is
desirable that some action should be taken
whereby the vietims of accidents caused by
motor vehicles should, in all eirecumstances
and from some source, be compensated for
the expenditure they are put to and for dis-
abilities or permanent injuries resulting from
such aceidents. Mr. Fraser in his speech re-
cognised that the problem as to how the re-
sult he has in view ean be achieved, is not an
easy one to solve, and in that view I agree
with him. Obviously, it would be a simple
matter for the Government to introduce legis-
lation cither by an amendment to the Traffic
Act or by way of a separate measure com-
pelling the owner of any motor vehicle,
whether it be a ear, a truek or a cyele, to
take out a policy of the form of insuraneca
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kuown as a third party risk, but hon. mem-
bers will realise that such action might throw
a heavy additional hurden upon the owners
of motor vebicles. The question is not easy
of solution because with increased costs gen-
erally, including petrol and license fees, many
owners of motor vehicles are to-day finding
it difficult to run them, and indeed many
people who are running them would ecase to
do =0 if they could dispose of them. Never-
theless I admit that something should be
done. and indeed something is already being
done by the Minister controlling the Traffie
Act in the direetion of obtaining information
from other countries so that before deciding
how best to approach the subject he may see
what legislation is in existence elsewhere.

Hon. . W. Miles: Is not something
already done in this direction in New Zea-
tand?

The MINISTER ¥FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: T shall deal with that
point.  For instance, only a few days ago
the responsible Minister, knowing that legis-
lation had recently been passed in New Zea-
land, eabled to the Transport Department in
the Dominion asking for details, and particu-
larly for the regulations that had been made
under the New Zealand Aet. That Aet com-
pels the owner of any motor vehicle to take
out a third party risk policy, but it also pre-
vides that the owner of a vehicle can be pro-
tected by regulation against paying exorbi-
tant premiums.

In order that hon. members may have
some knowledge regarding the charge made
by insurance companies in this State for
policies covering third party risks, the Min-
ister in charge of the Traflic Aet ¢aused in-
quiries to be made, and found that practi-
cally every policy that has” been taken out
covering motor vehieles is known as a com-
prehensive poliey. That class of poliey
covers third party risks, damage to property,
damage to the car insured and damage done
by that car to another ear. With a limit to
the third party risk from a maximum of
£1,000, the minimum charge for a motor ear,
which is not used for husiness purposes, is
£8.

The Minister tnderstands that exira fees
are charged for motor cars nsed for business
purposes, and still higher fees are demanded
in respect to motor lorries. It could not be
ascertsined what premium might be charged
for a straight-out third party cover, inas-
much as the companies here were not pre-
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pared to give a quotation until they knew
knew exactly what risks a2 poliey would be
required to cover. Hon. members are no
doubt aware that the Traffic Aet already
provides that the owner of any motor vehicle
used for the earriage of passengers for hire
or reward, must insure himself against
liability for damages in respeet of =uch
vehiele in case of injuries fo persons. Thus
no owner of a motor vehicle, including an
omnibus, desiring to ecarry passengers, can
seeure n license unless he can produce to the
traffie authority, a policy which conforms
to the requirements of the Aet. About 2,500
motor cars and omnibuses are to-day in-
sured in accordance with those provisions,
but the Minister in charge of the Traffic
Aet is faced with the fact that the total
number of meotor vehicles, including motor
cyeles, apart from those carrying passen-
gers, is more than 40,000, and if owners of
motor vehicles were compelled to insure, the
aggregate cost to them would amount to a
eonsiderable sum. The problem to solve is:
\What are the hest means whereby the vie-
tims of accidents can secure compensation
al a mihimun of cost to owners of vehicles?
In that eonnecction one must consider that
by far the majority of drivers are so ecare-
ful that they drive for years without huri-
ing any person. Despite the care exercised
by the Commissioner of Police in the licens-
ing of drivers, there are some who for dif-
ferent reasons are more liable than the
majority to cause injury. One, too, must
consider that the drivers of vehicles would
he paying part of the premium to cover the
risk of injury to persons caused by their
own carelessness or stupidity. That is an
important aspect in the problem of compul-
gory insurance, and it is questionable
whether a guiltless driver should be saddled
with the cost of compensating individunai~
who can be termed the idiocy of the com-
munity. My experience is that there are
many persons in that category. Amnother
matter for consideration is whether the so-
called third party risk should cover the
friends and relatives of a driver. I believe
it has been held that if the owner of a car
takes friends out for a drive and meets with
an accident occasioning injury to his friends,
they ean legally claim compensation from
him.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is, if negligence
is proved.
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The MINISTER F¥FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: Personally, 1 do not
consider that the owner should be held liable
in such circumstances, nor should it be
necessary for him to be covered by insur-
ance against claims so arising. When all
these things have been taken into considera-
tion, hon. members will realise how diffi-
cult it wounld be so to word an insurance
policy as to assure that cerfain vietims
should be covered and others perbaps not
covered. Obviously the more comprehen-
sive the policy, the greater would he the
premium. I again say that the Government
must necessarily sympathise with the motion,
and that when the information necessary
for the gunidance of the Governnient has heen
assembled, further serious consideration will
be given to the subject,

HON, J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
(4.47]): The statement made by the Ain-
ister is the only one that could be made in
the cireumstances. That he has sympathy
with the motion goes withaut saying, be-
cause no one would desire that people who
were injured through the negligence of =2
careless motorist should not have some re-
dress. The difficulties mentioned by the
Minister, however, are real, and how to sur-
mount them is a problem. I put this pro-
position: Suppose the party injured were
at fault—the Minister teuched on that as-
pect—even a comprehensive poliey such as
is issued af present would not entitle to
compensation a party who had been negli-
gent and had suvffered loss by reason of his
own negligenee, If a wider policy were pos-
sible—and I do not think it is—the rate
would he so high that no one counld hear
the burden. The result would be that people
who might be injured through their own
rashness, neglect or fault, would still suiter,
notwithstanding that the motorist was in-
sured under a comprehensive policy, I
gathered from 3Mr. Fraser’s remarks, when
he was introduecing the motion, that he had
in view the idea of extending some measure
of relief in every case. I think he will real-
ise from what the AMinister has said the im-
possibility of meeting so intrieate a situa-
tion.

Hon. G. Fraser: I did not introduce that
phase of it at all.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That being so,
the hon. member’s notice should be directed

[COUNCIL.]

to it so that he will realise the difficulties
that exist,

Hon, (. Fraser: I want relief for people
who are not in that position.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: The hon. mem-
ber wants relief for people who have been
injured through no fault of their own. I
suggest there is only one way to overcome
that difficulty and that is for every motorist
to take out a comprebensive insurance
policy.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: The best
way would be to have no motor ears.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If we hai no
motor cars, there would still be risks of
accidents from horse-drawn vehicles. Acei-
dents happened when horse vehicles were
more prominent than they are to-day. On

a very dark night in Queensland some
years ago, & man was approaching a
vehicle whieh had only one light burn-

ing. He mistook the side upon which the
light was exhibited and walked right into
the vehicle, the shaft of which penetrated
his body and killed him. While sympathis-
ing with Mr. Fraser’s’ object, I think the
only solution is for every motorist to take
ont a comprehensive policy covering himself
against all risks, Tf the individual hap-
pened to be at fault, he would not he pro-
tected, because the poliey that is tssuel at
present would not proteet a man who was
injured through his own fault. Mr. Fraser
iight also consider the lads who own motor
¢ycles on which they ride to work. 'They
would be compelled to take out a policy at
a rate which would necessartly be higi:, The
Minister suggested that a eomprehensive
policy for such a vehicle would be £8 a year.
Many of the lads who ride motor cycles have
all they can manage to meet the instalments
tor the punrchase of the machine, withou$
being called upon to bear an added hurden.

Hon, G. Fraser: It might be a good thing
if a lot of them were prevented from buy-
ing motor cycles.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: There might be
another way of approaching the matter,
namely, by providing that no one should
be granted 2 license for any vehicle umfil
he had passed a more stringent examina-
tion than is required at present. I admit
that much ecarelessness is shown by motor
cyelists and other people at times. They
tear along the streets at a break-neck pace,
toking considerable risk.
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Hon. E. H. Gray: They do not pass any
examination.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If the Traffic Act
were amended to provide for a stricter ex-
amination, particularly in the direction of
exercising care when approaching other
vehicles or when entering 4 main road from
a side street, many accidents might be
averted. Some motorists take risks unneces-
sarily and some measure of protection
against them might be provided in this way.

The DMinister for Country Water Sup-
plies: A lot of pedestrians take many risks.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes. Considering
all the difficulties, Mr. Fraser might well
allow the matter to stand over for the pre-
sent, as the Minister has suggested.

HON. W. H. KITSON (West) [4.57]:
I support Mr. Fraser in his efforts to do
something on behalf of people who are in-
jured in motor accidents. Last session I
suggested that the insurance premium be
made part of the license fee, and if that
were done, it coull be left to the State Tn-
surance Office to denl with. If every motor-
ist were compelled to contribute whatever
amount was necessary in that way, it would
be small in comparison with the benefits
that would be realised by the people whom
we are trying to assist. A large number of
motorists are in a position to bear any ex-
pense that might be incurred as a result of
injuring other people, but other motorists,
as Mr. Nicholson has indicated, are not in
a position to do more than pay instalments
on their machines and the license fee that
gives them permission to drive on the roads.
If insurance were combined with the license
fee, or if motorists were compelled to take
out a comprehensive policy, having regard
te the large number of motorists in this
State, the amount involved to the individual
would not be great. In any event, the Gov-
ernment should endeavour to devise ways
and means to give effest to the motion.
BSome very hard cases have come under my
notice. I know several pecple who, had
provision such as is suggested existed, would
not have been placed in the very serions
position in which they find themselves to-
day. It is safe to say that no motorist wil-
fully injures another person. Every mishap
of the kind is an aecident, althongh it may
be accompanied by a eertain amount of
recklessness, Doubtless a motorist who in-
jures another person is desirous of doing
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all he can for the vietim, but if ihe idea
contained in the motion could be given effect
to on the lines suggested by Mr. Fraser or
by me, we would be doing only a fair thing
to people who are injured throughk no fault
of their own, and who af{ present cannot
recover from the motorist the expense en-
tailled by the accident or compensation for
the injury suifered.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [5.0]: Rather reluctantly do I
make a few remarks on the motion, I am
not opposed to it in any way, but what I
am opposed to is the ease with which licenses
are issued to zll and sundry to drive motor
vehicles. I have owned motor cars for the
past eight or ten years and not only have I
not had an pecident, but I have never actu-
ally seen one happen. I am wondering
where the hon. member who moved the
motien got all his information about acei-
dents and the finanecial straits of the vie-
tims. We have heard a great deal about
the necessity for insurance, but I consider
that if the method of granting licenses were
tightened up, there would be fewer aecci-
dents. Can any member tell me that an
applicant for a license has ever been asked
to prove that he is a person of sober habits
and consequently fit to drive a motor car?t
Have the police ever asked an applicant for
a license for a certificate of sohriety? Here
lies the secret of accidents—insobriety. It
is not a question of insurance.

Hon. G. Fraser: Not everybody who meets
with an acecident is necessarily under the
influence of liguor.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM: I
remember & case that came before the court
not long age. A youngz man was charged
with driving a ear whilst under the influence
of liquor. The police declared in the court
that he was not in a fit state to drive. In
reply to the magistrate’s question the young
man said he pleaded guilty, «ad he added,
“T confess that I was under the influence of
liquor; I had had siz or eight drinks before
I started, and there is not the smallest doubt
that I was not fit to be in charge of a ecar,
although T was not exactly what you would
call drunk.” The magistrate replied, “Young
man, I have been on the Bench a good many
years and there have come before me no
greater liars than drivers of motor cars. I
never believe a word they say, and I do
not mind telling you that you do not seem
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to be any different from the others and there-
fore you are discharged for having been
sober on this cecasion.” Speaking seriously,
I do not believe that the police inspection
is sufficient. No one can tell me that all the
25,000 drivers of motor vehicles in the
metropolitan area are capable and sober
people.

Hon. C. B. Williams: They manage to
get licenses at very short notice.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM: 1
raise no objection to the motion, but T con-
sider that the method of granting licenses
should be tightened up.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 1).

Order Discharged.

Order of the Day read for the second
reading.

THE MINISTER TOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. C. F. Baxter—
East) [5.7]: It is not intended to proceed
with the second reading of this Bill Leeause
the Government propose to submit a more
comprehensive measure during the next ses-
sion which will begin in the near future.
The present session, it is expected, will not
Iast much longer, and no advantage will be
gained by going on with this Bill. I move—

That the Order of the Day be discharged.

Question put and passed.

BILL—COLLIE RECREATION AND
PARK LANDS,

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

House adjourned at 5.8 pm,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION,

Hon. A, McCallum and the TWorkers
Compensation Bill,

HON. A, McCALLUM (South Fremarle)
[4.35]: 1 desire to make a personal ex-
planation. The other night, when speak-
ing on the Workers’' Compensation Bill, I
said the only difference between the Queens-
land, New South Wales, Commonwealth,
and our own Second Schedules was that New
South Wales provided £1,000 as against our
£750. Since then I have taken an oppor-
tunity to refresh my memory, and I find
there are three or four items in the Queens-
land Second Schedule which make that
echedule different from our own.

QUESTIONS (2)—BUNBURY HAR.-
BOUR.

Condition of Jetty.

Mr. WITHERS asked the Chief Seere-
tary: 1, Which engineer, if any, is respon-
sible for seeing that the Bunbury jetty is
maintained in safe condition to earry rail-
way rolling stock? 2, Has any inspection
by an engineer been made during the last
twelve months? If so, what was the re-
ported condition? 3, If there has been no
inspeetion, will he direct that an inspee-
tion be made at an early date and a full
report on the general condifion of the
jetty made available?



